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Overview and Scrutiny Work Programme 2019/20 – update report

1. Purpose of report

1.1 To update the Overview and Scrutiny Committee about the Overview and 
Scrutiny Work programme 2019/20.

2. Recommendations

2.1 That the committee identifies areas of questioning about police and crime 
matters in preparation for receiving a report about the Neighbourhood 
Policing arrangements at the next meeting of the committee on 2 
December 2019. 

2.2 That the report be noted.

3. Current and completed work

3.1 Poulton – Fleetwood Link Task Group

The task group has completed three sub-group meetings with a range of 
stakeholders, the Chairman and Vice Chairman attending each one in 
order to provide some consistency of approach. The task group as a 
whole re-convened on 9 October to share and discuss the information 
gathered during the earlier sub-group meetings.    

3.2 Resident Car Parking Permit Scheme Task Group

The first meeting of the task group took place on Monday 16 September 
2019. A second meeting has been arranged for Tuesday 29 October 
2019, which the Head of Finance will attend. 

3.3 District Environmental Enforcement Task Group



The first meeting of this task group will take place on Monday 14 October 
2019.  The Street Scene, Parks and Open Spaces Portfolio Holder will 
attend.  

4. Other planned work

4.1 Task Group - Supporting Wyre’s town centres

Following a suggestion made at the O&S Committee meeting held on 22 
July 2019, a report and draft scoping document was to be submitted to 
the O&S Committee at this meeting.  However, staffing pressures within 
the Economic Development Team means that the report will not now be 
received by the committee until 16 March 2020. 

4.2 Neighbourhood policing

At the Overview and Scrutiny Committee meeting held on 30 July 2018 
the Neighbourhood Services and Community Safety Portfolio Holder, 
Councillor Roger Berry, provided a written note about the new  
arrangements for Neighbourhood Policing that were proposed to come 
into effect in the autumn of 2018. The committee agreed that an update 
report about the new arrangements should be requested once the 
arrangements had been in place for twelve months. 

4.3 A report about Neighbourhood Policing will be received by the committee 
on 2 December 2019 when it is hoped that a senior police officer will be 
in attendance.  The committee is asked to identify areas of questioning 
that will be used to brief the police officer before his/her attendance, in 
order to ensure that they come fully prepared (Appendix 2).

5. Work Programme

5.1 The O&S Work Programme for 2019/20 is attached at Appendix 1. 

6. Other issues

6.1 Committee development 

The committee met on 23 September 2019 to consider the Statutory 
Guidance on Overview and Scrutiny, which was published in May. The 
meeting was attended by Dr Stephanie Snape, from North West 
Employers, who helped to provide some structure to a discussion about 
scrutiny best practice and how a scrutiny Work Programme is compiled, 
in the light of the Statutory Guidance. 

6.2 North West Employers Strategic Scrutiny Network

The North West Employers organisation convenes a regional strategic 
scrutiny network for scrutiny members which meets three times a year. It 



aims to share information and ideas about scrutiny and spread best 
practice. Scrutiny members from Wyre and the Scrutiny Officer have 
attended regularly in recent years.   

Wyre will be hosting the next meeting of the Network on 29 November 
2019 in the Council Chamber.  All councillors involved in scrutiny are 
welcome to attend. 

Councillor Emma Ellison is being proposed as the new Chair of the 
Network at the November meeting, with Councillor Howard Ballard being 
proposed as the Vice Chair.
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APPENDIX 1

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME 
2019/20

Committee Meetings

(All meetings are held on Mondays starting at 6pm)

Date Planned O&S Committee agenda items

2019
3 June i. Election of Chairman.

ii. Election of Vice Chairman.
iii. Marine Hall update and task group scoping (see O&SC 22 October 

2018, minute 30).
iv. Business Plan – Quarterly Performance Statement
v. Public Conveniences Task Group – draft report
vi. O&S Work Programme 2019/20 – update and planning. 

To include: 
(a) Overview and Scrutiny training and development for the committee 

and newly elected councillors.
(b) Scoping document – Resident Permits
(c) Scoping Document – transport connectivity across Fylde Coast

22 July i. Update on health and care developments on the Fylde Coast – Dr 
Amanda Doyle

ii. Lancashire County Council Health Scrutiny Committee.
iii. Annual Schedule of planned investment in assets (Service Director 

Performance and Innovation)
iv. Budget consultation (Clare James)
v. Statutory Guidance on Overview and Scrutiny
vi. O&S Work Programme 2019/20 – update.

9 September i. District Enforcement environmental crime pilot feedback (see O&SC 3 
June 2019) and draft scoping document

ii. Business Plan – Quarterly Performance Statement
iii. O&S Work Programme 2019/20 – update.

23 September i. Statutory Guidance on Overview and Scrutiny – North West 
Employers - 
Single-item agenda

21 October i. MyHomeChoice - review of first 12 months of implementation of new 
arrangements (see O&SC 30 July 2018 and Cabinet 5 September 
2018).

ii. Consultation – Homelessness and Rough Sleeper Strategy.
iii. O&S Work Programme 2019/20 – update. 



Date Planned O&S Committee agenda items

2 December i. Neighbourhood policing arrangements – review of first 12 months of 
implementation of new arrangements (see O&SC 30 July 2018, 
minute 18).

ii. Fees and charges.
iii. Cost profiles – benchmarking results.
iv. Treasury management.
v. Business Plan – Quarterly Performance Statement 
vi. Scrutiny of (i) health and (ii) police and crime matters.
vii. O&S Work Programme 2019/20 – update.

2020
27 January i. Business Plan 2020/21 – Leader and Chief Executive.

ii. Annual Schedule of planned investment in assets (see also, minutes 
of meeting of 22 July 2019).

iii. Flooding Task Group – review of implementation of recommendations 
(Cabinet, 28 November 2018).

iv. O&S Work Programme 2019/20 – update.
16 March i. Wyre Community Safety Partnership – annual scrutiny review.

ii. Small businesses and Wyre’s High Streets – report David Thow (email 
dated 24 Sept 2019) and draft scoping document

iii. Business Plan – Quarterly Performance Statement
iv. O&S Work Programme 2019/20 – update.

27 April i. O&S Work Programme 2019/20 – update.

Scrutiny task group reviews

Date Format Topic
Continued on 2 
July 2019

Task Group Poulton to Fleetwood Link

Started 16 
September 2019

Task group Resident Car Parking Permit Scheme

14 October 2019 Task group District Environmental Enforcement Pilot

February 2020 Possible task group Wyre’s Town Centres (see (O&SC 22 July 
2019)

Possible task group Climate change (see O&SC 3 June 2019)
Possible task group - 
originally proposed for 
2018/19

Support a sustainable future for the fish 
processing industry

Updated 8 October 2019



APPENDIX 2

Extract from Lancashire County Council’s Lancashire Insight Newsletter, 
published in August 2019

Community safety overview - police recorded crime

The 2018 strategic assessment states: Crime has been increasing in recent years, with a 
30% increase from 2015/16 to 2017/18. The peak crime categories include assault 
with injury, assault without injury, criminal damage, other theft and shoplifting. These 
categories account for over half of all volume of crime.

When looking at crime in a different perspective – harm – and using the ONS Crime 
Severity Tool, these volume crimes account for 20% of harm across the county. Using 
the ONS Crime Severity Tool to look at the most harmful crime categories, gives a 
different picture to that mentioned above. The most harmful crime types include 
residential and commercial burglary, assaults, wounding, rape, robbery and sexual 
activity involving a child. These crimes account for 25% of the volume, but 68% of 
harm. Investigations into the most harmful crimes are also the most resource 
intensive, not just for the police, but for partners as well. The score for each 
partnership can be seen on page 3 of the community safety dashboard.

As part of the strategic process a Living in Lancashire survey was 
conducted, sending out 2,916 questionnaires to residents across Lancashire. There 
was a 68% (1,991) response rate with all community safety, crime and policing 
questions answered by respondents. Analysis of the results found the following 
highlights:

 85% of respondents felt safe in their local area – with the age group of 60 yrs+ 
feeling most safe (88%).

 A lack of police presence (14%) was the most significant reason why respondents 
felt unsafe in their local area.

 More than three-quarters of respondents felt that issues with violence, sexual 
exploitation and organised crime were not a big problem.

 38% of respondents felt that burglary, with half of respondents aged 25-44 years, 
was a problem.

 53% felt drug dealing was a problem in their area, with respondents aged 25-59 
years having most concern.

 Dangerous driving was seen as a big problem for 49% of respondents (increase 
from previous survey).

 Less than half of respondents felt that the police and other local public services 
are dealing with crime and ASB successfully – this has been reducing in recent 
surveys.

 Cleanliness of the streets (34%) and access to green areas (12%) were issues 
that had increased in dissatisfaction in local communities.

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/media/906690/strategic-assessment-2018.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeseverityscoredatatool
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeseverityscoredatatool
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/lancashire-insight/community-safety/community-safety-dashboard/


Crime in England and Wales 2018/19

The Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) for 12 months ending March 2019 
shows a stable picture for all crime across the Country. However, this hides variation 
in individual crime types, with continued rises in some types of theft and fraud and 
falls in computer misuse. There were also increases in some of the less frequently 
occurring but higher-harm types of violence, including offences involving knives and 
sharp instruments.

Latest full year figures from the Home Office for 2018/19 on police recorded crime 
show that there were 165,368 crimes (excluding fraud) in the Lancashire-14 area. 
This represents a 30% increase (38,340 more crimes) in the Lancashire-14 area 
compared with 2017/18. This is significantly higher than the England and Wales 
increase of 8% and the second highest increase across all the police forces. 
Lancashire now has the 5th highest rate per thousand population of crime in England 
and Wales. Violence against the person increased by 53% (+63,324 crimes), driven 
by a 120% increase in stalking and harassment. This is likely to be due to 
improvements in recording these crimes. Data for Community Safety Partnerships 
areas has not been published for Lancashire Constabulary. 

Please note, there have been changes both in categories recorded and in recording 
practice which have significantly impacted the figures. The crime data integrity re-
inspection 2019 judged that Lancashire Constabulary has significantly improved its 
crime-recording arrangements since the 2017 inspection and is therefore recording 
more crime. Lancashire Constabulary moved to a new crime recording system in 
November 2018.

A dashboard detailing the recorded crime data is available to view on the dashboard 
page.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2019
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/publications/lancashire-constabulary-crime-data-integrity-re-inspection-2019/
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/publications/lancashire-constabulary-crime-data-integrity-re-inspection-2019/
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/lancashire-insight/community-safety/community-safety-dashboard/
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/lancashire-insight/community-safety/community-safety-dashboard/

